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JESUS CHRIST 
BRIEFLY STATED, 
AND 


Shewn to be a ſolid Foundation for 
Peace and Joy unsteten. 


* 


WITH 
An bent Recommendation of Catholic 
Chriſtianity, and the Communion of 
Saints. 5 
ADDRESSED TO 


A candid Socizr of CurisTIAaNs 
at the Cloſe of his Miniſtrations amongſt 


then... 
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The UNITED ConGREGATIONS 


of PRoTEs fanT DISS EN- 
- "TERS, in the City of EXETER. 
Mr Beroved BatrarEn, L 


HEN, at this Evening 
| Life, T look back, and ſur- 


t 


vey the. Goodneſs and Mercy which 
Have carried me through more char © % 


= Sixty Years Service in the chriſti 
Sanctuary, and now granted me 4 
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Retreat, with | peculiar Marks 
Affection and Eſteem, from ſo. re- 
ſpectahle a Society as the United 


Congregations of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters in this City, I bow with grate- 


ful Adoration ! and feel myſelf loſt 
in Wonder and Praiſe! - 


= 


The very obliging Manner you 
have taken, not only to expreſs, bur 


to ſubſtantiate the. Expreſſion of 
your kind. Rega rd, and to tranſit 
its Remembrance. to. our Poſterity, 


lays me under a Debt, which I ſhall - 1 


be continually. paying to the End of 
my Life. 25 | >: 


; - - * W 7 * 
* 2 2 7 FP 2 


And as you have been pleaſed. 10 
requeſt ſome Memorial, on my Part, 


of the important Relation in Aden 
1 haye long ſtood, 1 Know not 


what better Teſtimony. . > leave, of _ - 


= 


* 


+ 1n- Jesus C nis. 


unſtigned Concern: for your 
PpPreſent and future everlaſting Feli- 
city, than by calling up to your 
EA Review, and ſolemn ly conjuring your 
ſerious Attention to the great Ob 
jects preſented in the following Ad- 
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Bs 3's care that you be well eſta- 
= /bliſhed in the rational Belief of 
the chriſtian Revelation; and that 
you ſee clearly the Grounds on which 
you acknowledge the divine Miſſion, 

and Authority of our Lonxp IESsUs 

1 l 
A s Gov hath given us Reaſon and 
* Underſtanding, that Image of him- 
elf in which Man was at firſt form- 
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ed; fo it is a reaſonable Service 
which he expects at our Hands, It 
is not a blind and enthuſiaſtic, but a 
quires: We are always to be in rea- 
dineſs to give, to every one that 
aſketh, a Reaſon of the Hope that is 
in us. Thus only will you be 
qualified to convince Gainſayers; to 
refute the Cavils of Sceptics and 
young Perſons which may be com- 
mitted to your Care, in the Princi- 
ples of true Religion; to form them 
into a Reſemblance to the Cha- 
rafter of Jxsus CxAIST, and into a 
Participation of his Spirit, which 
are abſolutely neceflary to their paſ- 
* ink: any Honour and Hope: 


4 


* . 1. Pet. Si. 15. . 4 


* 


In sus Cunis r. 7 


"neſs, (through the preſent World; 


and to their participating of the-ever- 
laſting — Pere for us in the 
other. 2 26 33D 


Beſides; the more bur Views | 


are, and the more diſtinctly we per- 
ceive the Reaſons and Grounds on 
which our Faith in CHRIST ſtands, the 
more efficacious will it be to purify 
our Hearts, to regulate our Lives, to 
raiſe us above the Snares and Allure- 
ments of the World, and to fortify 
us againſt its Frowns—to give us 


Peace and Joy amidſt che various 
Tribulations to which theſe Scenes 


of Mortality are continually expoſed 
— and to cauſe us to abound in thoſe 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs and univer- 


ſal Goodneſs in which the Perfection 
of our Natures, and the Eſſence of 
Religion entirely conſiſt. 


A 4 What, 
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* 


— 


What, then, are the Grounds of 
which our Faith in. Curist refts ? 
Why, do. we hope for Salvation and 
eternal Life, from one who was him- 
ſelf put to Death on the Croſs? 

... To. this-we reply — 7 | 

That from the firſt Entrance of 


| this and Darn into the World, we 


ſee a very wonderful Train both of 
Prophecies and - Promiſes, reaching 
through a long, Series of more than 


three thouſand Years, which plainly 
Announce a GREAT Savon who was 
to ariſe, and to deliver Men from | 


the Tyranny of -theſe two dreadful 
Oppreſſors, and to reſtore them to 
that Liberty and Happineſs and Life 
which by Tranſgreſſion they had loſt. 
In theſe Prophecies and Promiſes, 


dhe Perſon, the Birth, the EF amily, 


the 


ix Jzsus.CurisT. 9 


che Character, the Office, and Em- 
ployment of this expected Deliverer, 
his Reception in the World, his 
Treatment amongſt Men, his Death, 
his Burial, his Reſurrection from the 
4 Dead, and his Aſcenſion into Glory 
are ſo circumſtantially foretold, and 
ſo minutely deſcribed, that when v 
ſee them all moſt exactly fulfilled in 
our divine Maſter IEsus CnRisr, we 
find ourſelves warranted with full 
Confidence to conclude, that this 
is He © that was to come”— the 
great Deliverer predicted, to whom 


all the Prophets bore Witneſs, and 
that we are moſt joyfully to receive 7 
him as the promiſed Meſſiah, the 
Cunisr of Go. 
4 He was to be in „e. 
man +. 
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man *— a Deſcendent from ABRA. 
Al — by the Line of Jacos * 
— of the Tribe of Jupau*— a Pro- 
het like unto Moses *, that is, a 
Lawgiver; and alſo a King, to be 
born at BETHLIEUEU *—he was to 
be introduced by a Meſſenger, who. 
was to go before him in the Spirit 
and Power of ELran*— to make his 
Appearance among Men without | 
Comelineſs and Form, or any exter- 
nal Pomp- to attract their Venera- 
tion — to be deſpiſed and rejected 
of Men; a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with Grief . — He was 
0 ride into We on an Aſs, 


Sen, Ui. 15. xi. 18. 

4 Numb. xxiv. 17. Gen. xlix, 10. 
54 Deut. viii. 15. : 5 £ Micah v. 2. 
WI $5.5. e Iſa. li 2. 


* Ha. Iii. 3. 


and 


5, 


i Jesus CHRIST. tr 


and a Colt, the Fole of an Aſs l. 
—The Mefliah was to be cut off, 
but not for himfclf to be 
wounded for our Tranſgreffions, and 
bruiſed for our Iniquities *—his Ene- 
mies were to ſhake the Head, and 
ſhoot out the Lip, and inſult him 

in his Sufferings — he was to be 
led like a Lamb to the Slaughter, 
and as a Sheep before its Shearers i 
dumb, ſo, it is ſaid, he opened not 


his Mouth '. They were to give 


him in his Suffetings Vinegar to 
drink 4 — to part his Garments 
amongſt them, and to caſt Lots for 


his Veſture *- HOI was to be num- 


A. 7 

Zech. ix. 9. »Das. ix. 26. 
Iſa. iii. 5. * Pſalm xxil. 7, 8. 
A. liii. 7. * Pſalm Ixixz. 27. 


* Plalm xrxii. 18. 


bered 
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bered with Tranſgreſſors; to make 
his Exit with the Wicked, and his 
Grave with the Rich — he was 
not to ſee Corruption, but to be 
ſhewn the Path of Life *— though 
his Soul, or Life, was to be made an 
Offering for Sin, yet he was to pro- 
Jong his Days, to ſee his Seed, and 
the Pleaſure of the Lord proſpering 
in his Hands *—he was to dig- 
nify the ſecond Temple with his 
Preſence; and thereby to confer on 
it a greater Honour, than the for- 
mer enjoyed, in which the Cloud of 
Glory delt 7 . Finally, he was 
to aſcend up on high, to lead Cap- 
tivity captive, to receive Gifts for 
"RW, Yea,” for the Tebellious alſo, 


„ br 
* Iſa. liii.g, 12. Pf. xvi.10,/a2, 


» Iſa. liti, 10. Hag. ii. 10. 


IN Jesvus Canis 13 


the Gentiles, that the Loa p Gon 
might dwell amongſt them.. -» 
Nou, when we ſee all theſe pecu- 
iar, deſcriptive, characteriſtic Marks, 
which, were to indicate and point ont 
the expected Mess ian; and which 
vere not only recorded, but read 
publicly in the Jewiſh Church, ſome 
of them above a thouſand, all of, 
them many hundred Years before the, 
Appearance of Jzsus upon Earth: 
When we fee them all fo circuqſtan- 
tially and minutely fulfilled in him, 
there appears not the leaſt room for 
a rational Doubt, whether this was, 
phets had FA be ? Abd: we —_ 
the cleareſt Reaſons to affirm,, that 
they never were, nor ever can be. 


_ Juſtly to any other, 


o Phun laviii 18. I | 
And 


N 5 2 
* 
* * 


=y 
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And when, from theſe Prophecies, 
we proceed to conſider the excel- 
tent and divine Doctrine which he 
came to preach amongit Men; the 
admirable Syſtem of Religion and 
Morals which his Goſpel contains 
far nobler and more perſe& than any 
wiſe Men or Philoſophers of GR ECE 
or of Rou were ever able to pro- 
duce; ſo rational and ſublime, fo 
perfective of our Nature, fo admir- 
ably conducive to the Peace, the 
good Order and Happineſs of Man- 
kind, and fo conſonant to that eter- 
nal Law of Conſcience, or moral 
Senſe, which was originally written 
by the Finger of Gop upon every 
Man's Heart—and that he not only 
exemplified in his own ſpotleſs, be- 
_ neficentLife, the Laws he preſcribed, 
6. ee) 5 


\ 


3 
8 
* 


* 
3 
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but enforced them by Motives of in- 
finite Weight, reſpecting not the 
preſent only, but alſo the furuze 
everlaſting State. 

. Farther, when we alſo bas dis 
Gon himſelf, FS Heaven, , moſt 
evidently bore Witneſs to the Di- 
vinity of his Miſſion, by the Variety 
of ſtupendous Miracles which he 
enabled him to perform; by healing 
all manner of Diſeaſes, caſting out 
Demons, giving Sight to the Blind, 
Speech to the Dumb, and even 
raiſing the Dead to Life; thus af- 
fording, at the ſame Time, à lively 
Specimen. or Sample, as well as a 
kind of ocular Demonſtration, that 
Hz was the expected Savior, who: 
was to overthrow, and to deſtroy the, 
Power of Sin and of Darn, and 

| to 


Cp 
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to reſcue Men from the fatal Bon- 
dage under which they were op- 
preſſed. And when we further 


conſider, that though, according to 1 
the divine Counſels, and his own re- * 


peated Prediction, the Jews, with 
wicked Hands, were ſuffered to put 
him to Death; yet, both Judas who 
betrayed him, Pilate who condemned 
him, and the Rona CENTUR ION WO 1 
had the Charge of his Execution, + h 

1 be the calm and devour Man. 

ner in which he bore his extreme * 

3 Sufferings;; and at laſt breathed his I 
1 departing Spirit into the Hands o + {|} 
_ Gop, all bore Witneſs to the Inno- * 
cence of his Character: Heaven alſo, l He 

by the awful Prodigies which attend- af 

<d that great Event, atteſted ſtrongly” 


the ſame; bythe preteriiatural * . 


I Jesus Cüslst. H 
neſs which for three Hours, at Mid- 
day, covered the whole Land, by 
the Earth ſhaken, the Rocks fent, 
the Graves opening, and the Veil of 
the Temple torn in twain. — And 
that as it was not poſſible that Death 
ſhould hold him captive” who came 
from Heaven to- deſtroy it; ſo he 
roſe again the third Day, as he had 


frequently foretold; ſhewed him- 


ſelf alive to great Numbers of his 
Diſciples, to more than five hun- 
dred Brethren at once; he eat and 
drank and converſed familiarly with 
them, for forty Days; they not only 
ſaw and heard, but felt and handled 


him; had every poſſible Proof that 


it was He, himſelf, not a Spectre 
or Phantom, but their real beloved 
— And at laſt, leading them 

7 1 dut 


N 
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out to Bx HAM, he talked with them, 
and bleſſed them; and while he was 
bleſſing them, in the Preſence of 
them all, was taken up into Heaven”, 
and a_Cloud of attending Angels 
received him out of their Sight. 
When we calmly conſider all theſe 
Things, I ſay, we might reſt the 
Evidence here: That which has been 
already given, being abundantly ſuffi- 
cient to jultify our Faith in Jesys as 
the promiſed Mess1ap,and to demand 
our moſt ſerious and attentive Re- 
gard to the divine Meſſage he hath. 
brought. / | 
But let it be further obſerved — i 
That, ſome few Days after his Aſcen- 
fion into Heaven, he poured down a 
Variety of amazing Gifts and Powers ; 


upon his feeble, timid, unlearned „ 


* Luke xxiv. 50, 1 * AQs i. * 2 
my | Diſciples x - - 
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Diſciples ; whereby they 'were en- 
abled to ſpeak fluently the Lan- 
guages of all the ſurrounding Na- 
tions; to preach, with great Bold- 
neſs, Jesus and his Reſurtection, be- 
fore Princes and Councils, and the 
moſt numerous Aſſemblies; to work 
great and ſtupendous Miracles, even 
greater than thoſe which their Maſter 
himſef had performed; ſuch as 
healing all Manner of Diſeaſes, ſtrik- 
ing with Death, or raiſing the Dead 
to Life, inſomuch, that. when the 
Multitude of Jews who were aſſem- 
bled at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, from 
every Nation under Heaven, Greeks, 
Parthians, Medes, Phrygians — heard 
them ſpeak, ia their own Tongues, 


| the wonderful Works of Gov, they 


were all amazed : And having the 
my B 2 es: 


— 
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Goſpel Scheme of Salvation rtl 
explained to them, in that firſt Ser- 
mon of PecTeRr's, three thouſand of 
them, were convinced and baptized 
into the Chriſtian Faith; and ſoon 
after five thouſand were numbered 
amongſt their Converts : So ſwiftly 
ran the Word of God, and SP 
prevailed. 

And now behold! theſe twee 
poor illiterate Fiſhermen, unſupported 
by any human Power, uninfluenced 
by any Proſpects of worldly Honour 
or Gain, oppoſed by all the Learn- 
ing, Genius, and Wit of the Age; 
even ſure to draw upon themſelves 
the Indignation of the Rulers of this 


World; and to be attacked by the 


united Rage both of Princes and 


Prieſts; as che Doctrine they preached 


5 -  ſubverted 
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ſubverted the whole Frame of the 
eſtabliſhed Religions both of Gen- 
tiles and Jews.—See them, in the 
Face of a thouſand Dangers and Di- 
ſtreſſes, boldly going forth, atteſting 
the divine Miſſion and Reſurrection 
of Jrsus, Gop alſo bearing them 
Witneſs, by Signs, and Wonders, 
and 3 Miracles, and Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt; ſtedfaſtly main- 
taining the Truth of the Glad - tidings 
they publiſhed, amidſt the hotteſt 
Perſecution, and at laſt ſealing it 
with their Blood! BE, 

Finally: Let it be conſidered, 
that theſe great Tranſactions all 
paſſed, and their Hiſtory was pub- 
. liſhed, not in an obſcure Corner, nor ; 
in a dark and unenlightened Age and 
Part of the World, where a con- - 


B 3 _ ningly 


* 


— 
ae — 
— l ? N 
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| ingly deviſed Impoſture might have 


ſome Chance of ſucceeding; bur, at 
JekvsaLtn, at Roxx, in all the Cities 
of GREECE; at a Time, and in an Age, 


- Ftenowned above all others for Pro- 


fiereney in Knowledge, for Exqui- 
fiteneſs of Taſte, Improvement in 
every Branch of Science and Art, 
called; by way of Eminence, the Au- 
of AE; in this Fulnefs of 
Time, this moſt curious, inquiſitive, 
enlightened Period, and Part of the 
Wotld, did theſe great Events hap- 


pen; and the Accounts of them con- 
tainecd in the ſacred Books of the 
New Teſtament, were written by 


eight of out Lord's intimate Diſti- 
ples, who were Eye of Ear-Witneſſes 
of the Things they record; and who 
ſuffered and * in 1 Arteſtation of 

| their 


Ix Jtsvs Cnnrsr. 23 
their Truth.—Had there been' any 
Poſſibility of difproving the Facts 
their Writings contain, or of con- 
victing Chriſtianity of any Falſhood 
or Fraud, all the Men of Power, 
both in Church and State, and even 
all of inferior Rank, would have 
felt themſelves impelled by every 
Motive of Intereſt, of Pride, of Bi- 
gotry, of Prejudice, of religious or 
party Zeal, to have detected the Itn- 
poſture; and, if it had been poſſi- 
ble, to have cruſhed'ir in its Birch. 
But, of no ſuch Impoſture hath: it 
ever been convicted: It hath ſtood 
the Teſt of the ſevereſt Scrutiny; 
and even of fiery Trials, for more 
than ' feventeen hundred Tears: It 
-hath flouriſhed and triumphed ovet 
95 Oppoſition; and appears to be a 
- Ft OP! | Religion, 
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Religion, or Church, founded upon 
a Rock, againſt which no Powers of 
Earth or Hell ever have, or ever 
ſhall be able to prevail. 

And when, to all that has __ 
above offered, we add the circumſtan- 
tial Fulfilment of ſeveral important 
Prophecies, delivered alſo by Chriſt 
himſelf, and his Apoſtles, concerning 
the impending Deſolation and De- 
ſtruction of JervsaLEM the Capti- 
vity, Diſperſion, and future Fate of 
the Jews — their being kept a diſtin 
People, amidſt all the Shocks and 
Revolutions which have crumbled 
and mixed together all the other an- 
tient Nations, and ſunk them into 
one common Maſs — concerning a 
grand Apoſtaſy which was to ariſe ; 
and a Sen of Sin who was to appear; 


a ſtrange b 


| 
: 
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a. ſtrange and unheard. of Power, 
whoſe Features and Character and | 
unparalleled Tranſactions are mi- = 
nutely deſcribed —all which Predic- 
tions, we have ſeen with our own 
Eyes moſt ſurpriſingly fulfilled, and 
ful6lling at this very Day, Such 
accumulated Weight is given to the 
Evidence above adduced, that no 
rational Doubt of the divine Miſſion 
of CuxISr, we truſt, can poſſibly re- 
main in any truly impartial inquiſi- 
tive Mind. . ane 
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_ HAVING thus, ſeen the Fun- 
dation on which our Faith in CugisT ©: ; 
ftands, let us proceed to take a View 


of 
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of the glotious Superſtructure ve are 
ane to build upon it. 
If it be a faithful faying, founded 
upon proper Evidence, © that nas 
came into the World to ſave Sin- 
ners, it is ſutely moſt worthy of 
oor joyful Acceptation :“ And 
very heinous muſt be the Crime, and 
very heavy will be the Condemnation 
of thoſe who ſhall be found to have 
tteated it with Neglect. 

It opens to our View a moſt glo- 
rious Scene; raiſes us to Hopes high 
as Heaven, and boundleſs as Eter- 
nity. It repreſents to us the ever- 
bleſſed Dir in the moſt amiable 
and attractive, as well as the moſt 
awful and adorable Light : It affures 
us that Gop is Love, perfect Lion, 
in whom there is no Darkneſs or 


2 1 Tim. i. 15. 


Imper- 
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Imperfection at all * : So eſſentially, 
immutably, eternally coop, that in 
the whole Univerſe of Beings there 
is none that can be called good in 
Compatiſon with Goy. It invites 
us to contemplate him; to love, to 
adore, to truſt, to hope and rejoice 
in him, as the almighty and moſt. 
metciful Fatuzr of Mankind; ever 
prefent and attefitive to our winuteſt | 
Concerns, numbering even the Hairs 
of our Head pouring a Thouſand 
undeſerved Bleſſings, every Day of 
their Lives, upon even the Evil and 
Unthankful; having an Ear always 
open to our humble Supplications; 

more ready to pity and relieve our 
Diſtreſſes, and to give us every Thing 
that is really good for us, than the 
kindeſt Parent upon Earth is to give 


d John i. 5. iv. 8. 


Bread 


— 
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= Bread to-his Child when languiſhing | 
8 for Want, a 
IIn this Divine Revelation we ſee 
this compaſſionate FaTHer of Man- 
[| kind ſwearing by himſelf, that he 
mW defires not our Death — that he 
| would have all Men to be ſaved — 
that it is not his Will that any ſhould ' 
periſh — and that he ſo loved the 
. World of finful and apoſtate Men, 
4 that, when no other Method was ſo | 
conducive to reſtore them to their . 
loſt Liberty and Life, he ſent his 
only begotten Son, the moſt digni- 
fied Perſon, according to our Ap- 
2 prehenſion, he poſſibly could ſend, 
4 and the . moſt invaluable Gift he 
could poſſibly beftow ; this glorious 
divine Perſon he ſent to reſcue us 
from our Bondage to Sin and to 
Darn, 


ix Jesvs Cur1sT.. 29 


DeaT#, and to raiſe us to greater 
Glory and Liberty and Life, than 
that which by n we had 
unhappily loſt. | 

And now behold —to aſſure his 
beloved Offspring of theſe Riches of 
his Goodneſs, and the more effectu- 
ally to remove all the Doubts and 
Suſpicions which Guilt naturally 
creates, and to lead them to Repent- 
ance, he hath-graciouſly condeſcend- 
ed to enter into a ſolemn Covenant 
with all humble and ſincere Peni- 
rents, that he will be merciful to 
their Unrighteouſneſs, and their Sins 
and Tranſgreſſions he will remember 
no more — that he will write his Law 
in their Hearts—that he will be 
their Gop, and take them for his 
People. The Promiſes of this Co- 

venant 
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venant are juſtly ſaid to be exceeding 
precious and great; exalting us to 
be Partakers of a Nature that is 
divine: They contain a Grant of im- 
menſe Bleſſings, far greater than we 
can at preſent conceive. This molt 
gracious Covenant Gon, in infi- 
nite Mercy, hath been pleaſed to ra- 
tify and confirm by the Death, the 
Reſurrection, and the Aſſumption 
into Glory of Jzsus the Mediator, 
his only begotten Son, who nat only 
came from Heaven to publiſh it to 
Mankind, but died to atteſt its 
Truth, and to put away Sin by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf: As a Reward 
of this his voluntary Obedience unto 
Death, he is exalted to ſupreme 
Power over all created Beings, both 


in Heaven and Earth; and is thus 


veſted 
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veſted with full Authority to carry | 
all its kind Deſigns into full Execu- 
tion. So that now, with the ſtrongeſt 
Confidence of Hope, we may truſt 
and rejoice in him as a complete and 
all- ſufficient Savior, able to do for 
us exceeding — above all 
our Thoughts. 
But theſe Sufferings of the Medi- 
ator we are always to conſider, not 
as the primary and moving Cauſe of 
Gop's being propitious to us, and 
willing to be reconciled, but as the 
Manner only, or the Medium, in 
which he was pleaſed to ſhew him- 
ſelf propitious. Antecedent to the 
Death of Curisr, he was gracious, 
and merciful, and ready to forgive. 
For Gop ſo loved the World, 
2 he gave his only begotten | 
5 Son 
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Son — and God, who is rich 
in Mercy, for the great Love 
wherewith he loved us, even when 
we were dead in Sin, hath quicken- 


ed us together with CHRIST ©.” 


And “ all Things are of Gon, who 
hath reconciled us to. himſelf by 
Jz$8us CHRIST.“ But, for infi- 
nitely wiſe Reaſons, fully known 


only to himſelf, but ſome of which 


we clearly fee, he choſe to diſpenſe 
his Pardons only by the Hands, and 


as a Reward of the meritorious Suf- 


ferings of one of the human Race; 
that as © by Man came Death, ſo 
by Man alſo ſhould come the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead *.” 


© John iii, 16. 4 Eph. ii. 5. 


The 
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The great Mediator betwixt Gop 
and Man is the Man CRRISTH I xsus b. 
Him hath Gop exalted, at his own 
Right Hand, to þe a Prince and a 
Savior ; to diſpenſe his Bleſſings and 


Favours, and to fulfil all the great 
Purpoſes of his tranſcendent Mercy * 


and Love to the Redeemed from 


amongſt Men. For his Suffering . 


and Death he was crowned with 
this Honour“; and © pBzcausE 
he humbled himſelf,” and in Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of Gop, and in 
Love to Mankind, became obe- 
dient to Death, even the Death of 


the Croſs; THEREFORE Gop alſo 


hath highly exalted him, and given 


him a Name above every Name.“ 


1 Tim. J. 5. fHeb. ii. 9. 
I. ii. 8, 9. | 
EYES C So 


EO - fa, 
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Heaven and Earth is put into his 


Hands * ; the Father judgeth no 


Man, but bath committed all Judg- 


ment to the San ;“ and hath 


made him Head and Lord over all 


Things for his Church.“ With 
what grateful Aſtoniſhment, Chriſ- 


tians, ſhould we contemplate and 
adore this amazing Scheme of Salva- 
tion. 5 799 1 i 

his exalted Son of Gop, who 


had a Glory with the Father before 
the World was *, and probably was 


that Brightneſs. of his Glory, that 


AncxL of his Preſence, which ap- 


peared to Mosks in the Buſh, and 


which led the Iſraelites through the 


Wilderneſs, and dwelt amongſt them 


* Matt. xxviii. 18. I John v. 22, 23. 
| in 


; 
| 
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in the Cloud of Glory, and carried 


them triumphant through all Diffi- 
culties and Dangers to the peaceful 
Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land; — 
this exalted Son of Gon, I ſay, in his 
infinite Compaſſion, humbled him- 
ſelf into a Son of Man; laid afide 
that Glory in which he before dwelt, 
and in Obedience to the Father's 
Will, aſſumed the Body which he 
had prepared him, became a Par- 
taker of Fleſh and Blood, dwelt in 
a frail Body as we at preſent do; was 
tempted in all Things as we at pre- 
ſent are, only without Sin; was not 
aſhamed to call us Brethren. _ 
And now this Friend, this Bro- 


ther, faithful, affectionate, and ten- 


derly concerned for us, far beyond 
all who ever ſuſtained theſe Cha- 


* Heb. x. 5. ji. 14, 17. iv. 15. 
C 2 racters 


* 
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racters amongſt Men, is entered for 


us, into the higheſt Heavens; is ſet 
down at the Right Hand of the eter- 


nal Majeſty there” : And the great 


End of this his Exaltation, 1s to 
tranſact our Affairs; to make Inter- 
ceſſion, and to prepare a Place for 
us; to bleſs us, by turning us every 
one from his Sins; and to preſide 
over all Things for our final and 
everlaſting Good. 

It is a principal and important 
Part both of the Duty and the Delight 
of every ſincere Chriſtian, thus to 
look to Jesvs, the great Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith, and as we 


believe in Gop, to believe alſo in 


him; to exult in the Conſideration, 


that we have now an High-prieſt 
entered for us into Heaven, and 


„ Heb. vi. 20. viii. 1. ix. 24. % Heb, xii-2. 


6 there 


2 * 
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there poſſeſſed of all Power; in 
- whom it hath pleaſed the Father 
that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, even 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead, Wil- 
dom, Power, Goodneſs, Mercy, 
reſiding in him bodily, that is, ſub- 
ſtantially, permanently; that from 
this Fulneſs we might receive a rich 
Supply of Grace, according as the 
ſeveral Exigencies of our State may 
require: We are to apply to and be- 
lieve in him, as one who experimen- 
tally knows all the Pains and Temp- 
tations, the Weakneſſes and the 
Wants to which we are now ſubject; 
and therefore to one every Way quay 
lified to pity and to help us, and to 
carry on the grand Deſigns of Gop's 
Mercy towards us, till he hath 
brought us to that Conſummation 
— 2 of 
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of Glory and Happineſs which the 
eternal Father hath prepared for us 
from the Foundation of the World. 


To ſtrengthen this Faith, and ani- 
mate this Hope, let us proceed 


III. 

10 contemplate a little more di- 
ſtinctly what the Bleſſings and Grants 
are, contained in this new Covenant, 
of which JEsus is the Mediator. 

It hath Heights and Depths, as 


the Apoſtle obſerves, which far ex- 
ceed the Reach of the moſt compre- 


henſive human Mind; moſt juſtly, 


therefore, ſtyled, * Gop's unſpeak- 
able Gift “;” and t the unſearch- 
able Riches of Curisr i” It in- 


182 Cor. IX, 16. s Eph, ii. 8, 18. 


ſures _ 
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ſures a full Pardon of all their paſt 
Offences z that all Manner of Sin 
and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven to 
all who truly tepent, and who fo 
believe in Jesvs Culisr as to ſub- 
mit to his Authority, and govern 
themſelves by his Laws. None of 
their Tranſgreſſions ſhall be remeni- 
bered againſt them ; they are juſti- 
fied freely through. Grace ; they ate 
received into the divine Famiſy and 
Favour again, with the ſame tender 
Affection as if they never had offend- 
ed: — Received, not in the Character 
of Servants only, or as Friends, but 
as Children of the almighty Father, 
whom he joyfully embraces, and re- 
ſtores to all that Dignity and Rank 
and Riches in his Family, which by 
Franſgreflion they had Re” 

| GC 4 i What 
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* What Manner of Love is this, 


| wich grateful Tranſport may we ſay, 
which the Father - hath beſtowed 
upon us, that we ſhould be called 


the Sons of Gop .“ When our 
Lord was riſen from the Dead, he 


ſends his Diſciples this joyful Salu- 


tation, I aſcend unto my Father, 
and your Father; and to my God, 


and your God. And when ſome 
told him that his Mother and Bre- 


-thren wanted to ſpeak with him, 
he ſtretched forth his Hand to- 
wards his Diſciples, and ſaid, Be- 
hold my Mother and my Brethren. 
For whoſoever ſhall do the Will 


of my Father who is in Heaven, 
a 2000 fame is = Feogher 25 —_— 
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and Mother *: And, © . becauſe 
ye are Sons,” che Apoſtle ſays, that 
is, becauſe God - hath. called you-to 
this high Honour, hath intended to 
diſplay the exceediog Riches of his 
Grace in raiſing you to this exalted 
Rank in his intelligent Creation; be 
hath ©. therefore ſent forth, the Spiric 
of his Son into your Hearts 7.” It is 
as the Firſt- born. among many 
Brethren 72 that our Lord is en- 
tered into his Kingdom, and is ſet 
down with his Father upon his 

Throne; but all his. faithful. Fol- 
lowers being alſo Children and Heirs 
of Gov, Joint-Heirs with Can 1s , 
ſhall aſcend after him, and ſit * 
with him in his Throne, and reign 
wich him in that Kingdom which 


* Matt. xii. 39. „ Galat. iv. 6: 
2 Rom. viii. 29. o Rom. vi. 17. Rev. iii. 2 1. 
a the 
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theeternal Father hath prepared from 
the Foundation of the World. 
ZBehold ſ and adore! the unſearc hable 
Depths of divine Counſel and Mercy 
in this Scheme of our Redemption 
Man was at firſt made a little lower 
than the Angels, and had Dominion 
given him only over the inferior and 
brute Creation; but, in this new Con- 
Rirution or Diſpenſation of Things, 
Man we ſee crowned with far ſupe- 
rior Honour: He is raiſed to a Do- 
minion over all the Principalities and 
Powers of the upper Worlds: The 
great Mediator, the Man CnrisT 
Fz$0s, is made higher than all the 
Angels; all the various Ranks of 
theſe - celeſtial Beings worſhip and 
bow before him. And are not all 
faithſul Chriſtians, his Brethren and 
- Eph. i. 2-23. 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
4 Heb. i. 6. Rev. v. 10—14. 


Joint- 
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Joint-Heirs, to ſhare with him in this 
Honour, and partake of thisGlory ©? 
* To which of the Angels ſaid Gov 
at any Time, Thou art my Son 
are they not all miniſtering Spirits, 
waiting around the Throne, ſent 
forth to miniſter to the Heirs of 
Salvation?“ But behold, to us 
Liberty is given to become the Sons 
of Gon, brethren of Jesuvs Cunrsr, 
joint Heirs in his Kingdom; he hatfi 
called and raiſed us to ſit with him 
in his Throne, to reign with him as 
Kings, and to judge Angels l. Let 


us bow down in grateful Wonder, 


and fay, © Even fo, holy Father, for 
ſo it ſeemed good in thy Sight 4% 


O the Depth of the Riches both 
of the Wiſdom and Mercy of Gop ! 
how unſearchable are his Counſels, 


* 1 Cor. vi. 25 3. 1 Heb. i. 55 14. 


and 


92 
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and his Thoughts of Love to our 
fallen Race, paſt finding out! He 
hath ſnared the Deceiver in the 
Work of his own Hands! We are 
raiſed, even by our Fall! What was 
meant for our Ruin, is made to turn 
to our unſpeakable and everlaſting 
Salvation. Where Sin hath abounded, 
Grace hath taken Occaſion much more 
to abound *. That DzArn, by which 
the Tempter meant to have deſtroyed 
the human Race, is, by the Wiſdom 
and Grace of Gop, made the Inſtru- 
ment, or Means of opening to us the 
Gates of a bleſſed ImmorTALITY, 
and of introducing us into a Para- 
diſe incomparably more glorious than 
that which was then loſt. 3 
Bleſſed be the Gop and . 
of our Loxp Jesvs CHRIST, who ac- 


I Rom. xi. 33. * Rom. v. 17, 20. 


cording 
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cording to his abundant Mercy hath 
begotten us again to a lively Hope, 
by | the Reſurre&ion of Jesvs Cur1sT 
from the Dead, to an Inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reſeryed 1 in Heaven 
for us!“ 

Bur though as Children of Ger 
and Brethren of JIxsus Cuxisr, we 
are Heirs and Expectants of ſo glo- 
rious an Inheritance, we are to conſi- 
der ourſelves at preſent as Children 


under Age, in a State of Diſcipline 


and Preparation, to be formed into 
a Meetneſs for thoſe high Dignities 
and Honours and Offices of Truſt, 
under Gop the Supreme Governor, 


to which as Kings and Prieſts we are 5 


to be advanced in the future I 


1 1 Pet. i. 3,4. ® Rev. i i. 5, 6. ii. 10, 
26, 27. v. 10. XX. 4, 5, 6. 
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Let it therefore never be forgotten, 
Chriſtians, that Patience and Self. 
denial, Meek neſs, Humility, an abſo- 
jute Reſignation and Submiſſion te 
the Will of Heaven under the ſevereſt 


Diſpenſations, and an Heart warmed 


wich an unfeigned Love to Gob, to 


dur bleſſed Savior, and to all our 


Fellow- men, are indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary, both to denominate us Heirs 
of this heavenly Inheritance, and to 


qualify and make us meet, or even 
capable of it's Poſſeſſion. There can 
be no Conqueſt, if there is no Con- 


= 


flict; no Patience, if no Suffering; 
no Virtue, if no Difficulty to encoun- 
ter nd to overcome; no Forgivet 
nels, if no Injuries. The Caprain _. 


of our Salvation was made perfe&t. 


by Sufferings ; it was by the Croſs 
5 0 © Heb. ii. 10. 


N dihat 


4 


that he aſcended to the Poſſeſſion of 


the Crown; and through many Tri- 


' bulations the moſt illuſtrious of thoſe 


happy Spirits who ſit neareſt to his 


Throne, attained thoſe Stations of 
ſuperior Dignity there. Let us not 
think it ſtrange then, if, though ad- 
mitted to the high Honour of being 


Children of Gop, we are neverthe- 


leſs called to ſuffer ſevere Conflicts, 


Poverty, Pain, Perſecution, Reproach, 
and Diſtreſſes of various Kinds, in 


our Paſſage through Life. What 


Son is there, whom the Father chaſ- 
tens not? Theſe Trials of our Faith, 

if patiently and well borne, will be 
found to our everlaſting Honour, 
when the Day of Recompence ſhall 
| ſhortly come; of infinitely more. va- 
lue than any Gold or Riches this 
World could give. Theſe light 
1 15 a 
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Afflictions, which are but for a few 
Months, are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the magnificent Reward 
which awaits" us beyond the Grave; 
where every Affliction ſuſtained ac- 
cording to the Will of Gop, will 
furely work our for us a far more ex- 
contin 4 wad: an eternal , af by 
GR 

Animated by theſe Hopes Tet ” 
ent all the Strength and Vigour 
of our Minds to ſtand firm in the 
Day of Trial ; to keep always a good 
Conſcience, whatzver worldly Lofs 
or Suffering we ſuſtain.” Continue 
faithful to the Death, and you will 
receive a'Crown of Life ®, which will 


infinitely repay any Senft fing or 5 


| Self-denials to which your n may 5 


0 Rom. viii. 17, 18. 2 Cor. iv. 1 
* Rev. i a, 10.< a 


'poſtibly 
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poſſibly expoſe you in this proba- 
tionary State. 

Not that we are to imagine, that 
a Courſe of Piery and Obedience to 
the Laws of CarisT hath any natu- 
ral Tendency, either to leſſen the 
Pleaſures, or to multiply or ſharpen 
the Evils of Life; but quite the Re- 
verſe, its Ways are Ways of Plea- 
ſantneſs, and its Paths are thoſe of 
Peace. Were there no future State, 
either of Puniſhment or Reward, yet 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent World, agreeable to 
the Laws which Chriſtianity pre- 
ſcribes, would, in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things, carry us through Life” 
with more Honour and Pleaſure; © 
and not only more ſweeten, but more 
lengthen its Enjoyments, than a 
'D-:7 + 7. 4 
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Courſe of Folly and Sin. For God- 
lineſs, or true Religion, is profitable 
_ unto all Things, having Promiſe of 
the Life that now is, as well as of 
that which is to come. The Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs is Peace ; and a 
| Conſcience will prove to every 
Man that enjoys it, a continual Feaſt. 
Bleſſed is the Man whoſe Heart is 
fixed, waſting in Gop1 He ſhall 
not, be need not, be afraid of evil 
Tidings. Alwighty Power is bis 


Guardian, unerring Wiſdom his 5 


Guide, the Gop of all Conſolation 
and Father of Mercies, is his Father 
and Portion, and has promiſed. to 
eare for him, and to make every 
Event to work together for his God; 
fo. that now he can exhibit to the 
whole intelligent Creation, ta An- 


: 4 1 Tim. iv. 8. 


gels 
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gels as well as Men, the glorious 
Spectacle of one rejoicing in Tribu- 
lation, and in all Things giving 
Thanks. He has a Peace and a Joy, 
ariſing from his Faith in an unſeen, 


almighty Savior, entered” for him 


into the Heavens; a Peace which 


paſſeth all Under kanding; which as 


the World can never give, ſo neither 
can it take away; a Joy, as the Apo- 


Me ee it, nee and full 
of ne 


o 
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AND now, Brethren, having fo 
glorious a Proſpect opened to of 
View; —fuch a Gift of immenſe Va- 
luc offered to our Acceptance; Go 


forbig- that we Rm receive this 


| © 1 Pet. i. 8. 
F ineſti- 
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ineſtimable Grace in vain! For how 
ſhall we eſcape, if we ſhall be found“ 
to have neglected ſo great Salvation! 
Let us keep it ever upon our Minds, 
that this ſame Jesvs, who once ſuf- 

fered upon Earth, and aſcended into 
Heaven, and who now lives and 
reigns there for the Comfort and 
Support of all who unfeignedly com- 
mit themſelves to him, will aſſuredly 


come down again upon this Earth, in 
Glory and great Power, to complete 
the grand Scheme of their everlaſt- 
ing Redemption. 

He will ſurely come down again, 
not only in his on Glory, but in 
the Glory of his Father, with all his 
holy Angels; with theſe Eyes we 
ſhall ſee him, and in theſe Perſons 
we ſhall ſtand before him, to be 
„ Heb. n "5 i > 
4 judged 
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5 judged, and to receive a Recampence 


according to our preſent Works. 
If by a faithful conſcientious Diſ- 
charge of our Duty in the ſeveral 


Stations and Relations in which his 
Providence hath placed us, we have 


ſincerely endeavoured to approve our- 


ſelves to him.—If his Eye, which 
penetrates the Receſſes of all Hearts, 
and ſees the numerous Defects which 
have attended our beſt Services, ſees 
alſo that theſe Defects have been the 
real Grief of our Souls; and that 
the general Temper of our Minds, 
and Courſe of our Lives, have been 


governed by a religious Regard to his 


Laws. — We may, then, look forward 
with humble Joy and Confidence to 
his appearing, knowing that the Judge 


is our Friend; that he will then come 
: D 3 to 
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to put an everlaſting End to the 


Reign of Six and of DzaTH; to abo- 


liſh the Curſe; to bring in everlaſt- 


ing Righteouſneſs; to create all 


Things anew; to raiſe the Bodies of 


his Servants from their mouldering 
Duſt, and to faſhion them like to his 
own glorious, reſplendent Body; to 
exhibit them to the View of the 


whole aſſembled World, to Angels 


as well as Men, as the Children of 
Gov, Heirs of his everlaſting King- 


dom; and they ſhall ſhine as the Sun 
in 2 Fi irmament above: For when 1 | 


Cnaisr who is our Life ſhall appear, 


we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee * 
him as he is;” the Sight will be tranſ- | 


forming, and we ſhall appear witb 


him i in ory: hd cg 


What 


IN Jzsvs Cnnrsr. 55 
What awful Scenes are theſe ! how 


infinitely deſerving our deepeſt, moſt 


ſerious, and frequent Attention! and 


how juſtly do they demand every poſſi- 


ble Exertion that we be found prepar- 
ed for that great Event, able to ſtand 
in that Judgment, and counted worthy 


to be admitted into that Congregation 


of the Righteous ! Whether we ſhall, 


or ſhall nor, my Brethren, depends 


upon our preſent Conduct. It is now, 


by the Grace of Gob, put into our 
Power, and preſented to our Choice. 


Bcehold, I. ife and Death are now Tet” 
before us. Attend to the gracious 
Calis which Gop hath ſent us from 
Heaven by his Son Jesus Cs lar. 
Open and prepare your Hearts moſt 
thankfully to receive, and faithfully 


to obey chem. Chuſe Life—a Life | 


Ag. ; D 4 of 


k -4 
N 
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of Piety and Virtue; which is the 
only true Life of a rational and im- 
mortal Being, that you may be happy, 
and live for ever. For rr will * 
die 2 


3 


. 


I T ſee and I adore the rich Mercy of 


Gop, an alarmed Penitent may ſay, 


in preſenting to my View ſo glorious. 


a Prize, and calling me by his Goſpel 
to riſe and poſſeſs it. But I feel my 
own Weakneſs; a moral Diſorder 
ſpread through my whole Frame; 


the Strength of corrupt Appetites 


the force of evil Habits; and the 
Frailty of many a ſtrong and vigor- 


- ous Reſolution, which I have often 
made, and as often broke. Wretched | 


Man 


IN 'Jzsvs CunisrT. F7 


Man that I am! who ſhall deliver 
me from this feeble, enthralled State? 
But if Gop, who ſearcheth the 
Heart, ſees it to be the real Wiſh 
and Deſire of our Souls to be ſet free 
from this fatal Bondage, and that 
we are ſincerely diſpoſed to exert 
faithfully the feeble Powers we ſtill 
1 have to obtain this Deliverance, let 
as not be diſcouraged; we are Pri- 
ſoners of Hope; there is Liberty for 
ſuch Captives; one mighty to ſave, 
hath undertaken their Releaſe ;- all 
Power is given him, both in Heaven 
and Earth, to enable him to effect it. 
The miraculous Cures which our 
Loa wrought upon diſeaſed Bodies, 
were a Kind of Pledges as well as 
Proofs of his being the great Phyſi- 
cian appointed by Gop to heal the 
8 _ 3. £m 
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Vices of the Mind, aud to cure diſ. 
tempered Souls. He, who when 


upon Earth, had Power to forgive all 
manner of Sin, and to annihilate and 


remove all its penal Effects, has much 


more the ſame Power now that he is 
_ exalted to n Dominion in 


Heaven. > F 
If, in his State 1 Homiliacon, 
we ſee him ſpeaking Tempeſts into 


a Calm, giving Sight to the Blind, 
cleanſing leprous Bodies, caſting out 
Demons, and raiſing the Dead to 


Life; with full Aſſurance we con- 


clude, that being now entered into 
his Glory, and conſtituted Head over 


calm our tumultuous Paſſions, open 
the Eyes of our Underſtanding; ſet 
| er the diſordered Appetites and 


ig” | Powers 


wa 


1xn Jesus CarisT:” * 


59 


Powers of our Frame, cleanſe vs from 
all '1aiots of moral Pollution, and 
raiſe us from the Death of Sin to 4 
Life of Righteouſneſs and of Gos 
and thus form us to a Meetneſs for 
the exalted Pleaſures and Employ- 
ments prepared by the eternal Father 
from the Foundation of the World. 
At our firſt Entrance into the 
Chriſtian Church, we are baptized, 
know, into the Name, not of 
the Father and of the Son only, but 
alſo into that of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This Spirit is the great Agent or 
Miniſter under Cnkisr, by whoſe 
Operation the Bleſſings of the New 
Covenant are imparted to his faithful. 
Followers, and the grand Scheme f 
our Redemption is carried on to 
Perfection. When Gop promiſed 
$f that 


—— ceamens - 
28 : A 1 
* * * * 
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that . in bleſiing he would bleſs 
ABRAnam, that is, Juli exceedingly 


bleſs him, and that in his Seed all 


Nations of the Earth ſhould be 
bleſſed : the Scriptures inform us, 
that THe Sia ir, which we receive 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, is 
the Completion of thoſe Bleſſings, 
and comprehends every good Thing 
which we can evef want or deſire, to 
render us happy: —* that the Bleſſing 
of ABRAHAM might come upon the 
Gentiles through Jesvs CHRIST, that 


we might receive the Promiſe of the 


Sp1RIT by Faith.“ q 
When our Lorp left the World, 
he conſoled his Diſciples by the Aſ- 
ſurance, that he would not leave 


4 


0 Mart vii. 11. Ee xi. 13. 505 LL 14. 


them 
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them comfortleſs, but would ſend 
them another Comforter, who would 
abundantly ſupply his Abſence, and 
would abide with them continually, 
to carry on the great Deſigns. of 
Gop's Mercy towards them; and that 
by Tais nis AcenT on MinisTER, 
the Angel of his Preſence, © he 
would be with them always, even to- 
the End of the World .* The kind 
Offices ne performs for us, are thoſe 
of a Monitor and Inſtructor, to 
ſtrengthen and aſſiſt our intellectual 
and moral Powers, to enlighten our 
Underſtandings, and to lead us into 
all needful Truth; n is promiſed to 
help our Infixmities, to ſanctify and 
renew us in the Temper of our Minds, 
to ſet right the Inclinations and Bent 
of our Souls, that we may ſavour 


* Matt. xxviii. 20. 


the 
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the Things of God; to be in us a 
Spirit of Regeneration—a kind of 
new Principle of Life, an incorrup- 
tible Seed, by which we are born of 
Cod, introduced, as it were, into a 
new World, have new Connexions 
and Relations, new Views and Affec- 
tions, new Objects of our Cares, 
Deſires, and Purſuits, new . 
and „ 
u is a Spirit of Light and Life 
and Joy and Peace in every prepared 
and well - diſpeſed Heart, in which we 
comes down and takes up his abode, 
and dwells and walks with it through 
the Pilgrimage of Life; and when 
that 1s finiſhed, ne ſends ſome kind 
Angels to convoy the departing Spt- 
rit. to thoſe Manſions: in the Father's ' 
e which their Lord is gone 
deſonm 


7 


2 e 
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before to * * their ö 


yon”. 


The een or e by 


| which HE principally performs- theſe 
important Offices for us, is that Re- 
cord of divine Things, the Scriptures 


af Truth, which, under his Influ- 
ence, the Apoſtles and Prophets were 
directed to write, and to tranſmit to 
all future Ages, which contain the 


Doctrines, the Precepts, the Mo- 
tives, the Hiſtories and Examples 
which are neceffary to inſtruct and 
to build us up in all righteous and 
holy Conduct, and to make us per- 


fect, thoroughly furniſhed unto ey 


good Work. 


It is 5 


liation, the Word of Faith, the Word 


of Truth, the Word of; Life; and 


63 Y John xiv. 2, 3. 
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as the material World was originally 
formed by the Word of Gop *; ſo this 
ſpiritual or new Creation, or Renova- 
tion of the moral World, which the 


Goſpel effects, is produced under the 
Influence of this Word, or by a Faith 


in the great Truths which theſe Scrip- 
tures reveal. And that it may accom- * 
pliſh this bleſſed Purpoſe through all 
the ſucceſſiye Ages and Revolutions of 
Mankind, during our Lord's perſonal 


Abſence from the Church, this Hol -- 
Seisir, as his Vicegerent, or Prime - 
Miniſter in it, calls forth a Succeſſion 


of Paſtors and Teachers, whom ux 
qvalifies and aſſiſts to explain and 


inculcate the great Doctrines of his 


Religion; to warn every Man, and 
to teach every Man in all nen, a 


V os Heb. xi. 3. 
to 


a. 


tv Jesus Canisrt. 62 
fo build them up in their moſt holy 
Faith, and to preſent every Man'per- 
fe& in Cuxisr Jesvs at laſt*. © 

This Spirit having immediate 
Acceſs to all the ſecret Springs of 
Action, and the Powers of the hu- 
man Soul, the external Miniftration 
of the great Truths of the Goſpel, 
we have Reaſon to believe, is gene- 

rally attended with his internal In- 

fluences upon every attentive and 
well-diſpoſed Mind; ſuch as are ſuffi- 
cient to reclaim it from the Paths of 
Vice, and to bring it into a willing, 
unfeigned Subjection to the Autho- 
rity of Cuxisr. But nz deals with 
us as with reaſonable and moral 
Agents; HE may, by our perverſeneſs, 
be reſiſted and grieved; we may ob- 
ſtinately ſhut our Eyes, and turn 

Col. i. 28. 


E away 
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away our Ears, from Him that ſpeaks 
ta us from Heaven, and harden our 
Hearts againſt all the good Impreſſions 
whieh, both by the Word from with- 


gut, and by the filent Remonſtrances 


of. Conſcience. from within, this kind 
divine Monitor is continually ſtriv- 
ig to fix- in our Brraſts: But it is 
at our infinue Peril, if we thus wil- 
fully thruſt from us this Word af 
Life, and reject theſe Counſels of di- 


vine Merey againſt ourſelves ! J 


. Read, therefore, and ponder, Chriſ- 
tans, with great Diligence and At- 
tention theſe invaluable Scriptures. 
They ate an ineſtimable Treaſure of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, they open 

to us the unſearchable Riches of 
Gop's Mercy in our Redemption by 
. In them alone we have 

2 5 both 
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both the Promiſe, and the ſure Way 
of obtaining ETERNAL Lire. When 
ther, therefore, we conſider them as 
the great Charter under which we 
hold our Title to all the Privileges 
and Honours of Citizens of Zion; 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, that City of 
the living Gop, for which ABranan - 
and the Patriarchs ſtedfaſtly looked. 
—Or whether we confider them as 
the laſt Teſtament or Grant of the 
almighty Father in Heaven, in which 
he hath bequeathed: to us a glorious 
Inheritance, incorruptible and unde - 
filed; and hath conſtituted us Joint» 
Heirs with Jesvs his beloved Som, 
whom he hath appointed Heir of all 
Things. — Or, finally, whether we 
conſider theſe ſacred Writings as a 
Code of divine Laws, by which, as 

E 2 Sub- 
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Subjects of tlie Mefliah's Kingdom, 
our Life and Manners and Habits 
are to be formed; ſo as not only to 


gain us Admitrance into, but Rank 


and Elevation in it; a Light to guide 


our Feet into the Paths of univerſal 


Righteouſneſs, which alone can lead 
us to eternal Life. Upon all theſe 
Accounts, we are moſt highly con- 
cerned to make theſe ſacred Writings 
the Subject of our moſt ſerious and 
delightful Contemplation, and ear- 
neſtly to pray, that the ſame Spirit 
which indited, may help us to un- 
derſtand them, and to draw from 
them that Light and Strength and 
Joy and Peace which they were in- 
tended to convey to 2 e 
and vel. diſpoſed Mind. Foes 


And 


in Jesvs CurisT. 65 

And as from the Foundation of 
the World, long before the Com- 
mencement of the Jewiſh Diſpenſa- 
tion, Gop, the Author of our Be- 
ings, and Giver of every Power and 
Bleſſing we enjoy, has ſanRified and 
ſet apart one Day in ſeven, and com- 
manded it to be devoted to his more 
immediate Service, and to the Pur- 
poſes of Religion; ſo it moſt highly 
concerns us to pay a conſcientious 
and ſacred Regard: to the Inſtitution 
of the SassATH. An Inſtitution 
| moſt wiſely and mercifully deſigned 
to withdraw our Minds from too 
eloſe an Attachment to this tranſi- 
tory World, out of which we are 
daily dying, and to engage us to 
look forward to that inviſible eter- 
pal World, into. which we are daily 
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Fog, to acquaint ourſelves with 
it, to prepare ourſelves for it, to at- 
tempt and to begin its noble Exer- 
ciſes and Employ ments, to anticipate 
its Pleaſures, and to acquire that 
Temper and thoſe Habits of Mind, 
which are neceſſary to make us meet 
to join the bleſſed Society of adoring 
Angels and Saints in the happy Re- 
gions abhoee. 

Fheſe are ſome of cho very kind 
and beneficent Ends, for which the 
Gop, of our Lives, in whoſe Hands 
our Breath is, and whoſe are all our 
Ways, hath- reſerved, as ſacred to 
bimſelf, one Day in ſeven, and com- 
manded it to be kept as an holy Sab- 
bath to himſelf. On this, there- 
fore, we are to give ourſelves more 
particularly to bnd and ſearch the 
©1770. „„ 


an Jesvs Cnn1ST. Yi 


Scriptures, and to attend the various 
Offices and Miniſtrations in the 
Church, which are appointed to ex- 
plain them, and to inculcate the 
great Truths and Doctrines _ they 
contain with the greater rr 11205 
our Minds. FE 

| Under every Difpenſarion arid 
Kum of Religion, whether jewiſh 
or Chriſtian, the Solemnity of that 
Charge will deeply impreſs every 
ſerious Mind — Ye ſhall keep my 


tuary; I am the Longo. f 
But, beſides the public Honidge 
which we are to pay the almighty 
Sovereign in the Aſſemblies of his 


People, on that which is called thie 
Lord's Day, there is alſo a Tribute 
Veit. zx. 3 

E 4 of 


Sabbaths, and reverence my Sanc- 
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of domeſtic Worſhip which every 

chriſtian Family ought daily to offer 
up, imploring the divine Preſence 
to came down and to dwell with it; 


to pręſide over and perfect it; to 


n and bleſs it in all its lawful 


is his Blefiing only that maketh rich, 
and addeth no Sorrow with it ©, and 
that unleſs the Lon p keeps the City, 
the Watchmen wake in vain *. For all 
our domeſtic Harmony and Plenty 
and Health and Peace we entirely 
depend upon his all- pervading Spi- 


IT, which goyerns all Hearts, pre- 


ſides oyer all, even our minuteſt 
Concerns; without whom not a Spar- 


row falls to the Ground: So that 


Leif He giveth Peace, who then en 


t Prov. x. 22. It. « Pla, exxrii. 2 
cauſe 


IN Jzsvus CurisT.. 8 


cauſe Trouble? but if he hideth his 
Face, who then can behold him © ? 
The Tabernacle of Gop, let us 
remember and rejoice, is ſtill with 
Men upon Earth, and he will dwell 
and walk with them. The Habita- 
tions of the Righteous he delights 
to make his abode. Happy is that 
Family which is honoured with the 
Preſence of ſo divine +a Gueſt ! 
Though it may not always bring 
with it Riches and Health, and a 
Flow of -worldly Proſperity, becauſe 
theſe Things mz may ſee would prove 
Soares, and injurious to their real 
and beſt Intereſts; it ſecures to them 
Bleſſings of infinitely. greater Worth, 
that Peace of Gop which paſſeth all 
_. Underſtanding i, the Teſtimony of an 
approving Conſcience, an humble, 
t Job xxxiv. 29. Y Pon bv. 7. 
joyful 
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joyful Hope, that all its Concerns 
mall be fo overruled by the great 
Father of the univerſal Family, as 
Mall moſt effectually promote its final 
everlaſting benefit, and form it to a 
Meetneſs for a Manſion of ſuperior 
Glory in the Habitations above. 
"Remember the very honourable 
Teſtimony which Gop gave to Arr a- 
Ham our Father, and how high his 
domeſtic Piety raiſed him in the di- 
vine Eſteem, I know ABRARHAu, 
chat be will command his Children 
and his Houſhold after him, to keep 


the Commandment of the Loxv, to 


do Juſtice and Judgment, that the 
Loxvy may bring upon Apr AHA the 
good Things which he hath ſpoken 


of him :; chat is; all the great Bleſ- 


ſings which he had promiſed to him, 


© Gen. xviii. 19. 


and 


in Jesus Curisr.. 95; 
and to his Seed after him, in their 
ſucceſſive nnn to the 1 
n 

To our family Denen let :theſs 
alſo of the Cloſet never fail to be 
added; where, as our Saviour directs, 
we retire from the World, and pour 
our Souls in humble Adoration, 
Thankſgivings, and Prayers to our 
almighty Father in ſecret . When 
no Eye but his ſees us, and all Re- 
ſtraints from ſurrounding Objects 
and Avocations being removed, we 


proſtrate ourſelves before the Throne 


of divine Mercy, to maintain a ſa- 
cred Intercourſe with the great Pa- 
rent of our Spirits; to ſpread our 
Complaints, to pour out our Re- 
queſts, to confeſs before him our 


Sins, and implore their Forgiveneſs ; 


Þ Matth. vi. 6; 
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to renew our ſolemn Vows of better 
Obedience; to adore his ſtupendous 
Patience and Long · Suffering towards 


us; and to praiſe him for the many 
great and ineſtimable Favours he is 


continually pouring down upon us, 
notwithſtanding our peryerſe and un- 
grateful Returns. For theſe Exer- 
ciſes of Devotion, a truly enlightened 
Mind will delight frequently to retire 
from the buſy Scenes of Life, to ac- 
quaint itſelf with Gop, and with 
that World of Spirits, from which 


its Origin is derived, and to which 


it is ſoon to return i, The human 


Soul, let us never forget, is the 


Offspring of the Dziry ; was made 
in his Image, and deſigned for his 
Converſe: In this Intercourſe and 
Communion with Gop its almighty 


Eccleſ. xii, 7 


Parent 


1x Jesus Cnarsr.- 77 


Parent, ſome of its ſublimeſt Plea- 
ſures muſt neceſſarily conſiſt. Seek 
the Lonb and his Strength; there- 
fore, ſeek his Face for evermore 
He is never far from any of us; he 
is ever near and around us; ha 
delight ourſelves with the Thought, 
that as he is infinitely more our FA- 
THER than any Parent of our Fleſh, 
ſa he is infinitely more able, as well 


as more willing, to bleſs us, and to 


give us every good Thing, than any 


Parent upon Earth is to the Child 
who is the Object of his tendereſt 


Regard. 

Such, indeed, is the vreſent Im- 
perfection of our Nature, that no 
Man is, at all Times alike. diſpoſed, 


or even capable, from the Reſources 
of his own Mind, to maintain this 


* Pſalm ev. 4. 1 
delight- 
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delightful Intercourſe with the Dz1Ty 

by Meditation and Prayer, In that 
Caſe: he will find himſelf much 
helped by ſome devotional Compo- 


fitions, or Forms of Prayer and 


Thankſgiving, with a rich Variety 


of which the Public abounds. 


But it is ever carefully to be re- 
membered, that no Fervor, nor Fre- 
quency, nor Punctuality of theſe 
Devotions, whether public or pri- 
vate, are of any Account in the Sight 
of God, or Profit to ourſelves, any 
farther than they elevate and trans- 
form the Mind into a Reſemblance 
of the God we worſhip, and © make 
us holy as he is holy.“ By thus 
contemplating, and adoring the Per- 
fections of the_Deiry, we are to 


preſerve continually upon our Minds 


| a re- 


and keep alive a Flame of unfeigned 
Gratitude, Veneration, and Love to 
him; a ſtrong Senſe of his Preſence 
with us, and of his Providence and 
Dominion over us, an habitual Care 


to pleaſe, and religious dread of of. 


ſending him. 

And as the nobleſt Ad of \ Wor- 
ſhip we can pay the ever · bleſſed 
Dz1Ty is to imitate his Perfections, 
let it ever be the grand. Ambition 
and Care of our Lives to tranſcribe 
the Glories of the divine Character 
into our own; that beholding, as 
with open Face, the Glory of Gop- 
ſhining forth in the Perſon and Cha- 


racter of CHR Is T*, who was Gop: 


manifeſt in the Fleſh, we may be 
nen into the ſame Image; may 


=. 2 Cor. 1 i, 17. 230% 4s 
become- 


ru Frsus CunrsT. 76 
a. reverential Awe of him; to kindle 


20 


Tus Groun#s or Farr 
tient and forbearing, obedient to 
Gop, and benevolent to Men; as 
Cnaisr our Lord was: The more 
we are transformed into this Likeneſs 
to our bleſſed Lord, in the Scenes 


F of our preſent Diſcipline-and Proba- 
tion upon Earth, the higher ſhall we 


be advanced, and the nearer fit to 


the Throne of his Glory, and the- 


more largely participate of the ſub- 
lime and everlaſting Pleaſures of his 


TRI" hereafter. 


| = VI. 

THE holy catholic Church, and 
the Communion of Saints, you know, 
my Brethren, are important Articles 

6 FEY of 


* sus Cutler; #1 
Triſh, therefore, with-gfeat Care, tlidt 
Liberality of Sentiment, that candid, 
benevolent, catholic Spirit whidhe is 
the Glory of the ChtiſtiacdCharkQer, | 
and the Fulfilling of the whole Laws 
Ont principal, End of our Lord's 
coming into the World, as to eſta 
hliſh Peace upon Earth, and Godds 
wilt amongſt Men - and that be 
ſhould gather together in one, thit 
Children uf So, that were ſcattered 
abroad; to collect all rigtitcous 
and good Men, of every Country; 
or Set, or Party upon Barth int 
ons catholise*Chuteh, our. Family 
of Love, on Houſhol of Fail 
ia which they were 4 to worſhip 
eee n i PO 'Hlars 


* Lake ii. 15 | l John uh; i 72. 
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mony and Peace. As a ſtanding 
Emblem or Token of this intimate 
Relation to, and Connexion with 
tach other, into which all Chriſtians 
to cat and drink together at one Sa- 
cAαν , TRL I, in Remembrance 
of him their common Lon p. In this 
religious Rite ALL ſincere Chriſtians 
are conſidered, however diſtant | 
Place; as eating at the sR TABLE; 
as partak ing Ar L of the sau Bx ENA b, 
as having 4LL, by the Sams Spiarr, 
been baptized into the o Bopy, or 
Church of. Issus. Cunisr; and as 
having been At. L. made to drink into 
ou Sriurr, with ALL other their 
Fellow-Chriſtians, as well. as: "ſk 
Cunisr A „ 


5 Cor. e 12, 13. 


1 34 


Hence, 


q 3 
4 PA '4 * 
0 4% "OW. 44 Y b * 
1 7 
* 
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Hence, then, it clearly follows, 
chat no Chriſtian has a right to reje& 
any other his Fellow-Chriftian' from 
partaking with him at the Lord's 
Tab! , on Account of any Difference 
of Sentiment in Things not funda- 
mental, his moral Character being 
ew as the Goſpel require. 
It is a Communton, 'or common 
| Take: at which all the Loxv's Ser- 
vants, however differing in Rank, 
in Gifts, in Office, in Cuſtoms and 
Forms, in Sentiments and Opinions, 
are to EAT AND REJOICE TOGETHER'; 
declaring themſelves, by this religious 
Rite, to be ALL united in o COMMON 
Bop, and-ALL to be members one of 
another . The Cur of BLzss1nG 
which we bleſs, 1 is it not the CoM- 
MuN1own of the BLoop of C 
4 Rom. xii. 5. 


F 2 | The 
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Preſent our JoinT- PARTICIPATION. 


. 


| The BreaAp which we BREAK; (is it 


not the Communion of the Bop of 
Ganz“ Is it not intended to re- 


in all the immenſe Bleſſings procured 
for us by his meritorious Sufferings 
on the Croſs ? To be eaten and drank. 
by ALL ſincere Chriſtians as a Token: 
or Sign that they 41 L belong to the 
one Body, or Church, of Jesus. 
Cungr, For we, being many, 
are one Bread, and obe Body ; for 
we are all Partakers of THAT ont 
And this Sacrament is a 
ſacred*P ledge, a Document, a Me- 
movial of that Peace of Gov, that 
Harmony. and mutual Love, which 
is to rule in the Hearts of A ſincere 
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| Chriſtians, 
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'Chriſtians, ben. Home i 


in ONE Bobpy *. 


Thus err caleutued4 is the 


laſtitution of our Lord to cauſe ALL. 
ſincere Chriſtians to coaleſce and unite 
in one happy Brotherhood; to ba- 


niſh all bitter Strifes and Contentions 


from among them; and to calm 


the direful Animoſities which have 
ſo long been the Diſgrace, and, had 
not divine Providence mercifully in- 


terpoſed, would long ere now have 


been the Ruin of the Church. It 


commands us to receive one ano- 


cher; but not to doubtful Niſputa- 
tions : Amidſt Diverſity of Senti- 
timent, religiouſly to maintain an 
OI). ts 


; 4 Col. ii 15. | 3 = 


F g Peace.“ 
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another Man's Servant? to his own 
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Peace®.” It very ſolemnly forbids us 


to cenſure, to deſpiſe, or to grieve 
one another, on account of any Dif- 
ference in controverted Points; yea, 
it not only permits, but commands 
every Man to tread and judge for 

himſelf; to prove his own Work, as 
he ſhall bear his'own Burden “; and, 
in a Way of ſevere Reprehenſion 
aſks, * Who art thou that judgeſt 


Maſter only be ſtands or falls. And 
why doſt thou judge thy Brother; 


why cenſure and ſet at nought thy 


Brother? muſt we not all ſtand at 


the Judgment · Seat of Cu is ?” 


Whilſt our Brethren of the Eſta- 
bliſhment, and many of our Diſſent- 
ing Churches, fence round their 84- 
CRAMENTAL' TABLE with Terms and 
Epheſ. iv. 3. Gal. vi. 4, 8. 
* Rom. xii. 1—4, 5, 10. 

Condi- 


— 


I Jesvs Curr... 8 


Conditions and Forms and Rites 
which Cnxisr never preſcribed, and 


reject us from H1s Tanxz, unleſs be- 


alſo to ſome Injunctions and Re- 


quirements of their own - we thin 
ourſelves not treated with either the 


Candour or the Juſtice which our 


Relation to them as Fellow - Servants, 


and to Cur1sT as our common Lord; 
give us a Right to demand. We re- 


malle in the Co unHο or Saints. 
Tou CHURCHES, my Brethren, ta 
your Honour be it mentioned, are 
Guided upon a more liberal, upon 
4 F + 1:78 


® 


fides what uE enjoins, we ſubmit- - 


monſtrate and complain, that our 
chriſtian Liberty is invaded; that a 
dangerous and undue Power is uſurp- 
ed id the Church; its CarHol ici 
deſtroyed, and an unhappy Breach 


3 "TE . „ 
© hes owe; 8 x ' 
% 4 8 1 2 
8 ene 8 
\ a OF ede * X 6 ; 
7 1 8 * 0 > 5 
f 12 „ nr *D, oaks . 8 8 $2.50 a. 
3 4 k TSF. J _ 3 een "4*> o r , n 22 C 
\ y | SOIT . 8 1 Acad 2 . e ee e . 
1 Cl \ 1 - "1 * ls AT th OR « * 4 3 


Tux Gnus or Fairn 


the friptoral;”- apoſtolic Plan. Tou 
ſintere Ohriſtinn, to whatever Deno- 
mination or Party he belongs; what- 
ever his peculiar Notions or Speeu- 
lations may be as to doubrful and 
diſputed Matters; if you have Rea- 
far to believe he is an honeſt and 
ſincere, however miftaken Man, you 
receive him, as you are commanded, 
t but not ta doubcful Diſpùtations v; 
and give him this Pledge of your 
Affection and Eſteem, that you will 
conſider and behave towards him as 
2 1 m har en 1 
ther. 

There muſt be bene b. Ses a an 
Diviſions, in the chziftian Church, 
the Scriptures" have told us, ' that 


they who W "A be made 


* Y Rom. Ar. 1, 1" 
manifeſt” 


8 
in Ixsus Castsz. ” 8p 


manifeſt that Men of ſubſtantial 
Gaadneſs, Men of Candour and Mo- 
deration, Men truly poſſe ſſed of the 


Wiſdom from above, may have an 
Opportunity of ſhewing it, by the 


Merck neſs, Condeſcenſion, and Cha- 
rity of their Deportment to thoſe 
who differ from them. Lay ing aſide, 


therefore, all Pride and undue Love 
af ourſclyes, let us remember that 


we are all fallible — that the wiſeſt 
and moſt knowing of us know but 
in part, and propheſy but in part 


that if any Man thinketh he knpweth | 
any. Thing, that is, if he . prides: . 
himſelf in his Knowledge; if he is 


conccited, dogmatical, impatient of 


Cantradiction ; 5 if he cenſures and 


deſpiſes others who modeſtly differ 
from. him; that Man, we may be 


4 1 Cor. xi. 18, 10... 2 1 Cor. xiii. . 
aſſured, 
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afſured, is an ignorant and empty 
Boaſter; he knows not himſelf, and, 
if be be a Chriſtian at all, be is one 


nothing yet as he ought to kno r-. 


Let no Man © think of himſelf 
more highly than he ought tothink ©, 
— let us modeſtly preſume, that 
others may have read, and prayed, 
and; ſearched. the ſacred Scriptures 
with as much Diligence and Care, 
and perhaps may have been favoured 


_ with. greater Light and Grace from 


Heaven than ourſelves ;— that Chri- 
ſtianity is a Doctrine according to 
Godlineſs that the Kingdom of 
Gon, genuine and true Religion, con- 

ſiſts not in Meats and Drinks not 
in Ceremonies and Rites; not in 


bs * 14 28 * 
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dark,” myſterious, intricate Contro- 
verſies, in Which wiſe and good Men 
have taken different Sides, but in 
Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt “: in living ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in the World *; 
and that he that in theſe” Things 
ſerveth Chriſt, is accepted of Gov, 
and approved of Men;“ and ought 
Joyfully to be received to the . 
munion of Saints. ä . 

If there be then, Wen any 
Communion betwixt the glorious, 


triumphant, united Church in Hea- 


ſtrated Church on Earth; if they 
have any Knowledge of our State, or 
concern themſelves in the Proſperity 
of Cnalsr's Kingdom in the World, 


as without Queſtion they do; what 


4 Rom. xiv. 17—19, Tit. ii. 12. 
Pleaſure 


93) TrzzGngonns or Fayyn 
Pleaſure muſt it give theſe benevolent 
Spirits, to ſee all the ſeveral Sects 


and Parties of Chriſtians laying aſide 


their mutual Strifes and angry Con- 
tentions, and receiving one another at 
THIS: TABLE of their common Lord, 


and embracing, like themſelves, in 


Arms of mutual Delight? It will 
cauſe. Joy in Heaven amongſt the 
Angels of Gon,“ if, aboliſhing theſe 
Diviſions, which have been ſo long 


: and fo deep a'D iſgr ROD Chriſt un- 


ity, and ſo injurious to. ourſelves, 
we return to that generous, catholic, 


benevolent Spirit, which is the true 
Glory of our Nature, and the brighteſt 


Image of Gop upon it; and as a To- 
ken of this unfeigned Friendſhip, we 
FAT AND DNK A8 BRETHREN, at the 


oxx TasLs, which, partly, for this 


Luke xy, 7, 10. 


very 


rn Jesus egi. = = 


very End he hath ſpread in his Church, 3 
and rejoice together in Love. f 
The heavenly Hoſt, at ſuch a 
Sight, would again ſtrike their golden 
Harps, and ſing, Glory to Go 
en high! on Earth Peace] and Good 
Will amongſt Men?!“ Let us hear 


1 8 4 
A 

ES) DESI 23 

NN ; * 


them, as if addreſſing us in the 4 
Words of one of that bright Aſſem 2 
bly — If there be any Conſolation 5 
in Cuxisr, if any Comfort of Love, f 
if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if I 
any Bowels of - Merey;. fulfil ye out F 
Joy, by being like-minded; of one L 
Accord, of one Mind. Let nothing, 5 
be done through Strife, or Vain- : 
Glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mindz 2 
let each eſteem other better than 9 
themſelves *.. Walk worthy of the A 


* Luke if. 1. > Philip. fi. t, 2. 
6 ET  Vocation. 


all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with 
e MW forbearing one ano- 
ther in l Endeavouring, o rob- 
E e ſtriving, to keep 
the Unity ue: 60 — in ow: _ 
: | of Peace. 1 1 

Remember at Ae 9 
our Lord gave to his Diſciples, and 
whar earneſt Supplications he offered 
up to Gon, that all who believed in 
him, and made profeſſion of his Re- 
Tigion, ſhould love one another, 
that they all may be one, as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee; 
that they. alſo may be one in us, that 
the world may know that chou haſt 


92 . 
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Let 


> 8 


. Vocation wherewith ye are called, in 


ſent me; and that THEY MAY BE-ONE, N 


* 


j 
2 


. Ss — 


illuſtrates this Matter: '* There is 


— 


1 J8suUs CunisT) 9 
Let vs ſeriouſly Leonie he Na-. 


ks of Chriſtianity, and the Deſign 
and Conſtitution of the chriſtian 


Church, which was to gather toge- 


ther all honeſt and good Minds, all 


fincere Lovers of Righteouſneſs and 
Fruth, wherever ſcattered abroad, 


into one bleſſed Community; not 


only into a facred Connexion with 
one another, but into a FrHowſhip 


. with the FarRHER, and with his Son 


Fzsus Cunisr *.“ Thus the Apoſtle 


one Body and one Spirit, which ani- 
mates that Body, one Lord, ont 
Faith, one Baptiſm, of the Spirit, 
which is imparted to every ſincete 


Cbriſtian, one Gop and Father: of 


all, who is above all; ar through ' 


* 1 John i. 3. N 


all. 
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all, and in yog all!.“ And, ſuffer 
me to repeat it, as a Symbol of this 
Unity, and as a Mean of promot- 


ing it, you are. commanded to eat and 


drink together, as at ONE SACRAMEN- 
TAL Taz, in Token that you are 
ar Children of ou Family, Mem- 
bers of ou Body, Heirs together of 
ONE bleſſed and glorious Inheritance, 
to which you are ALL travelling, and 
where. you hope to live together in 
eternal Harmony and Peace, —Re- 
ceive one another, therefore, to this 


ſacred Communion, and render the 


Church, on Earth as much like to 
that in Heaven, EO the preſent Im- 
Perfection of our Nature will admit. 


The Concluſion which ſeems 
| plainly to follow from _l is, that 


* * 
1. 1 


Epb. iy; 5+ Fa | 
6: 26 


"> 
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for one Party or Sect of Chriſtians to 
ſet up a SacxamenTari TABLE in the 
Church of Cunisr, in Separation 
from all other Chriſtians, and in 
Excluſion of all ſuch as will not 
conform to ſuch particular Modes, or 
Doctrines, or Rites as themſelves have 
deviſed, but which Car1sr hath not 
injoined, and hereby to reject thoſe 
from their Communion, whom, at 
the fame Time, they believe to be 
CuRISr's accepted Servants, is a cri- 
minal Violation of the Communion 
or SaiwTs, a raſh and preſumptuous 
Breach of the UniTy or THE CHURCH, 
and a wounding the myſtical Body of 
Cuxisr. The Table they ruus erect, 

is ſo far noT THz Loxb's TABLE, 
but a Table of TAHEIN o-] ; and as 
far as they THUs EAT, in criminal 


G | Sepa- 
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Separation from, and uncharitably 
excluding all other acknowledged 
Chriſtians, ho will not ſubmit to 


their unſcriptutral Terms; they fo 
far eat not the Loxp's Supa, but 
a Supper of THEIR OWN, and have no 
Reaſon to expect his Preſenee and 


Bleſſing on the 1 they 


n 
AND now, oy 3 pov 
thus, at your Requeſt, performed 
this laſt public Act of my paſtoral 
Relation, by recalling to-your Minds 
ſome. of. the grand Objects which it 
infinitely concerns us to keep conti- 
nually in View; permit me to be- 
ſeech, and even conjure your moſt - 
ferious Attention to them; and that * 7 
you make them the SulzeR-of your 
5. %ũ j frequent | 


. 


given it, and the Improvement you 


tu JIsus Cunisr, 99 


frequent — in en 
— Life. 1090198 

The Time, you gi bs FROM Life 
i 16 fog. Vapour which paſſeth haſtily 
away; ETexniTy is at Hand; Death 
will ſoon ſeparate us, and break up 
the moſt large and flouriſhing Soci- 
eties ; but that Separation will be but 
mort; we ſhall all live, and meet, 
and fee each other again, around the 
Throne of that Jzsvs whoſe Goſpel 
. cording to the Reception you have 


have made under it in ſubſtantial 
Piety and Virtue, in Love to Gon, 
and Benevolence to Men, our meet» 
ing at that grand Solemnity will be 
eicher joyful or dreadful, crowned 
wal m Honours, or covered 


edi this ineſtimable Grace in vain „ 
for to ſuch it will prove 'a Miniſtra- .- 
tion of Condemnation; a Savour of 
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tempt”: When every Diſguiſe will be 


ſtript off, and every Character and 


ery Action ſhewn in its true Light; 


every Man weighed in Gop's righte- 


ous and impartial Balance; and to 

every Man ſhall be rendered accord- 

ing to his Works 
Soy in his infinite Ae ghar; 


thi not one Soul of thoſe to whom 


ve how miniſter this Goſpel of Sal- 
vation, may be found to have receiv- 


Death unto Death; that is, a com- 
e a "ow 4. K rere e 


r 
2 mn. xii. 2, Js. *r e xri. 27. 
Rev. xxii. 12. 2 Sor. vi. 1. 


A 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. 
their 
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their Guilt, it will alſo their-Pupiſh- 
ment. For better had it been, never. 
to have known the Way of Righte- 
ouſneſs, than after we have known, 
to turn away from it, and to tun 
wilfplly into the Paths of ;Scoſual- 
ity. and Sin, which, infallibiy . 
pr to Shame and eternal Death-1, 
But we hope better Things * 
pw my Brethren, though ve thus 
ſpeak z, even Things that will iſſuę in 
your everlaſting Safety and Peace 
And. O hom tranſporting the Joy, 
ir ve, ho have often met in, theſe 
little Aſſemblies upon Earth, ſhall 
at laſt again meet in that great Af- 
ſembly above, the Congregation, of 
the Righteous, 1 the innumerable Com- 
pany: of qc 25 and Sp, gathered 


» Þ 1 1 


3 2 Pet. i ii. 20, 21. * Heb; vi. 9. 


out 


das bo oo / / / EESE. 
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* 


the everlaſting Kingdom and Joy 0 
ehe en Her 
That this may be the happy End 

1 # of all our - preſent Lapovss, and 
; 5 3 Pravzrs,and Sacraments, and Sas- 

BATHS, may the Grace of our Lord - 
Jaxvs Cnz1sT, through the power- | 


4 ful Operation and Influence of the 
= Holy Spirit, mercifully effect! And 


= * the Gop of Peace, wo 
es. vii. 9. 7 .net 
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